
May Holy Hero... St. Al)tbol)Y of Padua
Doctor of tI)e Cl}tlrc/J, FiQder of tbilJfs lost. al)d patrol) of tI)e poor - Feast day)ul)e 13

St. AotboI)Y of Padua is 01)8 of tbe I1)Ostbeloved al)d bol)Ored
sail)ts of tbe Catbolic Cborcb. He was bem il) Portu~al il) tbe
year 1195. His fatber was a captail) il) tbe Royal Arroy. al)d bls
parel)ts wisbed bim to becol1)e a ~at 1)0blel1)ll).but wbel)
AotboI)Ywas just a cbild. be lu)ew be wal)ted to devote bis life
to God. At a~e 15. At)tboI)y becal1)e al) Au~ustil)ial) brotber. II)
1220. tbe bodies of five Fral)Ciscal)friars. martyred il) Morocco (St.
Bemard al)d compal)iol)s) were brou~bt ti)rougb AQtboI)y's
I1)Ol)aStery01) tbeir way to burial. Deeply toucbed by tbeir deatbs,
AotboI)Y desired to also sbed bis blood for tbe love of Jesus.
Bei~ attracted to tbe simple. Gospel lifestyle of tbe Fral)ciscal)

friars. be joined tbeir order il) 1221. He was sel)t out as a missiol)ary to Morocco il) Africa.
but God bad differel)t plal)s for bim. He becal1)e ill witb I1)Ilarial fever al)d bad to tum back
to Portu~al. 01) tbe joumey bol1)e. a storl1) drove tbe boat off course wbere it lal)ded il) Sicily.
Italy il)stead. Tbere, Al)tbol)Ywas ~ivel) sbelter by tbe Fral)Ciscal)s 01) tbe islal)d.

He led a quiet. simple life ul)til 01)8 day be was asked to stal)d iI),as a speaker at al)
ordil)ltiol) Mass. His ~ift as a ~reat and powerful preacber was revealed. He brou~bt I1)II)Y
sil)l)ers back to tbe Lord witb bis passlen for kI)Owi~, expressi~, and speaki~ tbe Word of
God. His voice was loud al)d clear. He was friel)dly, full of wisdom, al)d possessed a
powerful n)en)ory. He cballe~ed tbose listel)il)~ to repel)t al)d live a true Cbristial) life.
Al)tbol)Ywal)ted to proclain) tbe Catbolic faitb witb bis wbole beart, mil)d al)d soul at every
I1)Omel)t.

KI)OWI)as tbe "wol)der worker", God worked n)al)Yn)iracles tbrou~b Al)tboI)Y. Wbile preacbi~
il) a rail)storn), I)Ot 01)8 persol) was toucbed by a drop of water. AI)otber til1)e, beretics (ol)8s
wbo reject tbe beliefs of tbe Cburcb) tried to kill bin) by servi~ bin) poisoned food. He
simply made tbe si~1) of tbe cross over bis roeal al)d 1)0 barn) cal'1)eto bim. He died 01) }u1)8
13, 1231, at tbe age of 36 il) a n)ol)astery outside of Padua, Italy. II) a visiol) be bad duri~
bls life, St. Al)tbol)Y received tbe cbild Jesus il) bis arn)s. You will oftel) see bim represel)ted
tbls way il) works of art. Look for tbe statue of St. Al)tbol)Y il) tbe back of cburcb tbe I)8xt
til1)e you ~o to Mass!

He was cal)Ol)ized less tbal) 01)8 year after bls deatb. maki~ bin) tbe "quickest" sail)t il)
bistory. Mal)Yyears after bis deatb, bis rel1)lil)s were brougbt to Padua. AItbougb bis body
was il) decay, bis tOI)~ue was as fresb as 01)8 livil)~ because of tbe extraordil)ary teacbil)~s
tbat bad beel) forl1)ed uPOI) it.


