Jonuory Holy Héroes

Soint Morio Goretti
Feost Doy July b

Morio wos o beoutiful Itolion form girl born in 1890. Her fother
died when she wos nine yeors old ond her fomily then hod to work for
other formers. They led o hord life, but were very close to each other
ond to God. Morio cooked, sewed, ond kept house without comploining.

When Morio wos 12 yeoars old, o 19-yeor-old form hond,
Allessondro, went to her house ond wonted to do wrong with her.

"Nol Nol” Morio cried out. "Do not touch me, Allessondrol ltis o
sin. You will go to hell.®

When Morio begon to fight him, in his onger, he took o knife ond
stobbed her 14 times. Morio wos token to o hospital ond before she
died, she forgove her ottocker ond asked God to forgive him olso.

The story does not end here. While Allessondro wos in prison, she
hod o dreom of Morio in 0 gorden, where she gothered white lilies ond
offered them to him. After this, he wos truly sorry for his crime ond
repented. When he wos releosed from prison mony yeors loter, he
begged for forgiveness from Morio s mother, ond she gove it to him. He
spent the rest of his life working os 0 gordener in 0 monostery, devoting .
his life to God.

©n June 24, 1950, Pope Pius XIl pronounced Morio saint ond
mortyr. Morio’s mother ond her murderer ottended the cononizotion
together. Morio’s story is one of o simple little girl who loved God ond
hoted sin. Her purity of heort ond her imitotion of Jesus in forgiving her
ottocker is whot mokes her so speciol. She is the potron of young boys
ond girls, that she might help them to be pure.




