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Tbe first Gospel was writtel) by St. Mattbew; one of tbe twelve apostles of Jesus.

Mattbew. also kl)owl) as Levi. was tbe SOl) of Alpbaeus. aod a tax collector il) tbe city

of Capemaull). He was Jewisb. but collected taxes for tbe ROll)al)s. wbo bad conquered

tbe Jews. This made bill) ~reatly disliked by bis people. wbo wal)ted I)otbil)~ to do

witb tbis "public sil)l)er". Jesus felt otberwise. II) bis Gospel. Mattbew writes of bis call

to be al) Apostle of Jesus: "As Jesus passed 01) from there, be saw a Il)al) called

Mattbew sittil)~ at tbe tax office. and be said to bill). 'Follow me'. Al)d be rose and
followed bill)." (Mt 9:9) Witbout lookil)~ back. Mattbew left bls work and bis sil)ful life

behind, al)d al)swered tbe call to be a follower of Jesus Cbrist. Mattbew gave a

banquet for Jesus and il)vited Il)al)y of bis friends wbo were tax collectors and sinners,
The Pbarisees criticized Jesus for eatil)g al)d talkil)g witb sucb people. Jesus said to

tbem, "Tbose wbo are well do not need a doctor. but tbe sick do. I did not cOll)e to

call the rigbteous, but sil)l)ers." (Mk 2:17)

Jesus calls EVERYONEto be his friend, SOl1)etill)es tbe people wbo seem to be tbe

fartbest from bclioess become tbe Il)ost wOl)derful exall)ples of God's Il)ercy toward

sinners and bow God's ~race cal) torn one's life around, Mattbew wrote his Gospel to

convince tbe Jews tbat Jesus of Nazaretb was indeed tbe SOl) of God al)d tbe awaited

Messiab. Accordil)~ to tradition, Mattbew preached tbe Gospel all)ol)~ tbe Jews il)

Palestil)e for SOll)e years witb tbe other Apostles before spreadil)g tbe Good News to

otber couotries.


