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The Principal’s Pen

Dear Parents:

Thank you to everyone
who so generously
donated to our First
Annual Funderwear
Challenge. While it
was a wonderful night
in that our boys won
the basketball game
and our school won
the Funderwear
trophy, the real
winners are the
families of Southern
Illinois who will benefit
from these donations.

The 1st Annual
Funderwear

® competition was a
huge success!
S.P.P.S. took home
the Tighty Whitey Trophy
and won the basketball
game, but the big winner

Once again the
families of Ss. Peter &
Paul have responded
to a call from those in
need.

As we prepare for our
Christmas break may |
share a special
blessing with you:

May the coming of
Jesus bring you the
light of His holiness
and His blessing
bring you freedom!

May God make you
steadfast in faith,
joyful in hope, and

of the night was
Daystar—the
organization in Cairo, IL.

4,694 pairs of underwear,

socks, gloves, hats, and
shirts will be given to
families in need this
winter. First grade and
5B tied for
the
T classroom

4 competition,
! but the entire

the

§ see Mrs.

opportunity to

untiring in love all
the days of your life.

You rejoice that our
Redeemer came to
live with us as man.

When he comes
again in glory, may
He reward you with

endless lifel

(Advent Blessing)

May Christ’s love be
with you and your
family,

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

S.P.P.S. Reaches Out

Buchheit wear underwear
on her head all day on
Monday! A special
thanks to Gibault for
hosting this fun night, and
to I.C.S. for providing
worthy competition. We
can be sure they will be
pumped to take home the
Tighty Whitey Trophy
next year. A special
thanks to all parishioners,
parents, grandparents,
and friends who bought t-
shirts or donated items.
You helped make the 1st
Annual Funderwear a
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C The Classroom Corner—Spotlight on 3rd Grade

Third Grade 1s an exciting and fast-paced
year. Here are a few of the things we study
and do throughout the school year.

Books Read in
Class

Boxcar Children
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing

Ramona Quimby, Age 8

Chocolate Fever

Mouse and the Motorcycle

Ralph S. Mouse
Molly’s Pilgrim
Charlotte’s Web
How to Eat Fried Worms

(o

Field Trips

Bird Sanctuary & The Lewis and
Clark Heritage Site #1

Mission Projects

Collect and organize “Essentials
for the Poor” and participate in
Scholastics’ 100 Books to benefit
underprivileged school libraries

Mrs. Riebeling’s Third Grade Class

Third Grader Brianna

Projects

We do lots of fun projects this
year! We make Pilgrims, Mazes,
Leaf Collections, Covered
Wagons, Pueblos, and have a fun
Prairie Day in the Spring.

Kelsey receiving “Boxcar
Stew”

Kindergarten
Buddies

We meet with our buddies
once a month to read stories

Poems Memorized

“Battle of the Leaves”

“October, November” by
John Updike

“Stinky Boys”
“Ribbon Snake”
Accelerated

Reader

We just began A.R. this
year, and are very excited

Science Topics

Volcanoes and Landforms, Matter,
Force, Simple Machines, Plants,
Animal Kingdoms, Habitats, Energy
and Conservation, and Recycling

Social Studies Topics

Citizenship, Mesa Verde, Lewis &
Clark, Jamestown, Pilgrims,
Washington D.C.

(center) with her

Kindergarten Buddies
Sarah (left) and Alyssa

Mrs. Castello’s Third Grade Class
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Classroom Corner

& P.E. News

Preschoolers are learning the letter “J” in class
therefore the whole PE class was spent jumping
through agility ladders and jumping to find the letter J.
The K -2nd grades have just completed learning about the
different types of balls and the appropriate way to use them.
There are balls we can throw, balls we kick, balls we hit with a
racquet and some balls have multiple uses. The 3rd-4th
grades have
completed doing the Fitness Straw Run. Trying to beat their
own personal record from early this fall. The 5th-8th grades did
a week of team work playing Ultimate Frisbee. The week
before Christmas was spent
being a week of Physical Fun Christmas Relays!

Echoes in Our Heart Projects from the 8th graders

g 2A Adopts a Loggerhead Sea Turtle

As part of their animal unit in Science, 2A adopted a
Loggerhead Turtle on November 24. The turtle they adopted is
named Gilda. She was adopted through the Loggerhead Marine Life
Center. Gilda suffered a propeller injury to both flippers along with
injuries to her head and neck. The children in 2A are able to keep
track of their turtle on line by viewing pictures and reading updates
on her progress. After Christmas, each child will have a chance to
take a stuffed animal Gilda home with them. They will write in a
journal about Gilda’s adventures in Waterloo, lllinois. To view a
picture of Gilda, or read more about her you may visit her website at
www.marinelife.org, and click on rehabilitation.

Student in Mrs. Huels’ class with their Certificate
of Adoption of Gilda the Loggerhead Sea Turtle

Laura’s Library

By: Susan Patron

This story is about Lucky, a girl whose mother died from being electrocuted. She is determined to find her higher
power which could help her to have a successful future. This is going to be hard to do when because her father doesn’t
want her to live with him and so she has to live with her father’s first wife (Lucky’s mom was his second wife). Every day
Miles, a boy in Lucky’s neighborhood, goes on his daily “cookie rounds”. Lucky gives him a cookie and tells

h‘i"w him a “real” (which is really made-up) story. Then suddenly, Miles goes missing!!!
““t&;, ';“ What will happen to him? Read this book to find out. | recommend this to you because it is funny and
" touching. It really makes you feel like you are in Hard Pan, California (pop. 43). AR B.L.- 5.9 and AR points-
\& 5.0

By: Eoin Colfer

This is a story about an eleven-year old boy. He is a criminal mastermind. His plan is to capture a fairy, but his
( plan gets interrupted. Holly Short is the only girl in the “LEPrecon” unit. What will they make of her?
In

is exhilarating novel you get the taste of the fictional and realistic adventures of Artemis Fowl. This is a story about an
unusual friendship. There are five more books in this action-packed series if you liked this one. This book is able to reach
out and take you into the land of Artemis Fowl. AR B.L.- 5.0 and AR points- 9.0


http://www.marinelife.org/�
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B-I-N-G-O
Electronic

available!

Come enjoy a night of fun at

the Waterloo VFW.
You could win up to $500

while supporting our school!

Bingo is now

3rd Annual
Rube Goldberg

Contest
The 7th & 8th grade students in the

the 3rd Annual Rube Goldberg
Contest. Students in grades 5-8 are
welcome to enter. The task this year
is to build a “machine” that puts

contest will be on January 8th at 2
p.m. inthe school gymnasium.

Coke Rewards

SPPS! Coca-Cola’s
mycokerewards.com is an easy way
to get points for
our school. Find

the codes off
bottle caps and
on boxes of coke
products, go
online and enter
the code. lItis
really easy, and we can earn free
things for school such as; P.E.

supplies, construction paper, science
If you don’t want to go online, just

send them into school. We can enter
them here.

Gifted Education class are sponsoring

toothpaste on a toothbrush. No more
than 4 students per team please. The

Save those bottle caps and boxes for

supplies, playground equipment, craft

kits, and educational games are just a
few of things we have on our wish list.

Page 4

THIS & THAT
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can add someone to the Cist.

Mark Reinhold, Laura Holzweg, Kali
Blechle, Tom Helfrich, Todd
Papenberg, Janeen Rheinecker, David
Buettner, Sgt. Martin Mertz—U.S.
Army serving in Iraq

Prayer Lisgt

Pleage Lot ug gnow if we

Essentials for the
Poor

The third grade class will be
collecting essentials for the needy
again this year. New items such as

(, toothpaste, toothbrushes,

shampoo, soap, and other

toiletries will be collected on
January 28th and sent to families

in need.

Kids’ Rummage Sale

Clean out the Clutter for Needy .-.

Children! Please don't forget to
clean out the closets, play
room, and toy boxes during the
holiday, and save all the

treasures for our 26th annual
"Kids Rummage Sale" in January. All
the money from this sale will again
be given to organizations that help
needy children who have no food,
water, homes, families, shoes, etc.
We need your donations to make it a
success. Good items to bring in are:
children's games and books, jewelry,
candles, room decorations, Cds,
craft or sports items, candy, and any
clean and working toys. We are
especially in need of new, or like-
new, raffle items, and things which
appeal to older students. Please
send in the items as soon as
possible, beginning Dec.18th. Bring
them to the SPPS office, or to Mrs.
Haberl's room. If you want to bring
them during the holiday, please call

Volunteer
Needed

Saints Peter and Paul is
looking for a volunteer on
Monday for the workroom

and to help with recess
duty. Please Fast Direct

Julie Doerr or call the

or Fast-Direct Mrs. Haberl to
arrange a time. Thank you for
whatever you can do to help SPPS
reach out to others.

Speech Team

Congratulations to the following
students who made the
Intermediate Speech Team. Laura
Kimlinger, Jenna Bivens, Gabby
Schmitz, Abby Naumann, Kelsey
Pfeil, Ashley Grohmann, Valerie
Grant, Maddie Phelps, Tessa
Buchheit, Abby Mueller,
and Regan McCoy.
The Intermediate
Speech Meet will be
February 13 at Millstadt.

Fitness Night

Jen Bradley, Gibault's P.E.
teacher, will be holding a weekly
cardio and weight training session.
Come enjoy squats, lunges, ab
workout and more! Class is held
every Monday evening at 6 p.m. at
Gibault. All you needis a5 Ib.
dumbbells, energy, and a smile!
The cost is $5 per class.

“Stretch Out Stress”

Beginning January 5th and then
every Tuesday at 3:30

Beth Lyons’ Classroom

¢ Bring a
mat, water,
and towel

P
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Saints Peter and Paul Falcon Cheerleaders and

the Falcon Mascot

The 8th Grade Boys'
Basketball Team

Not pictured—Ty

The SPPS Falcon shows off his The Saints Peter and Paul Chorus performing at

moves! Thanks, Ryan and Sam the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in December




The Historical-Critical Approach to Reading the Bible

For many years, Many peopla Navwe assumed
that Catholics do not read the Bibis or that wea ars
prohibited in reading it. That is not the case. The

Pontifical Biolical Commission,
witich published The
Interpretafion of e B in the
Church, led by Cardingl Josaph
Raizinger (Popa Banadict 307).
an Karch 18, 1884, stated that:
“Hhe Sty OF (N8 Biie /s e
soul Of theclogy and s shudy is
navar fiishad; each age must
i #E Owi way Nowily Sosk 10
wndsrsang the sacned hooks.”
With that in mird. £his month
wi will foCus on the Bible and
&G interpretation. A5 one can
aasiky surmise, the modam Bibke
& the product Of translations
and intarpratations that span
miarey Cenmuras. The Bikis =
a collection of writings, which
most often, eapacially in tne
case of the Oid Teetarmant,
ara not ihe croation of a single
author, Dut it 5tomes ars edhar

tied to tha history of Israsl or o that of the early
ChurCh. Besause it NAs &5 origin in Jewishn Culturs,
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reveaton.

wi cannot fully undersiand it uniess we nave a betior

understanding of its maaning from that perspective.
Hance, inan effiort to each this undeestanding, we

nead to use a Mathod such as
the histonical-critical approach
whan we siudy it.

By "Nistorical” we ara referming
to the place and time in which
the fext was composeed, snce
the diffarant ctages of tha
production of these binical
texts addrees vanous awdiences
or reaiers fving in diferent
PEACHE Over & 100 period of
time. By “critical,” we do not
mean to imphy that we should
ba judigmeantal or to usa a faul-
finding approach, but rather,
raading the text independanty
of raligious Norms or interpretive
traditions in an order to ba as
objective as possble. Thus,
aliowing LS t0 Detter understand
the meaning of biblical texts,
which often times are dificul
t0 comprehend, and ultimataty

halp us to gain a better grasp of the contant of diing

The Goal of the Historical-Critical Approach

S.P.P.S. Newsletter

Acoording o the Pontifical Bibiical Commission: “he
goal of the historical-crtical method i to determine the
MBaning of the words expressed Dy the Dibical authors
and eoitors. Along with other Methods and approaches,
the historical-critical method opens up 1o he mocem
reatier  path 0 $he meaning of the Dibical fext 5uch as

we hawve F ioday " AS 4 rasult, Row 3 person interprets the
texis in the BiDls it the key B5uwe. Doas it maks sencEs 10
taks the teudt literally using our present day meamnings for
words? Or would it Maks Mors 58Nse 0 100k Mo closssy
into the words that were written, and then to ook at the
mEaning of thoss wonds at the time they weend written?
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Be mindful that many of the original Greek and Hebrew words do not translate well
into our present [anguage, which can create confusion,

Who Wrote the Bible?

The Bible wak written By Marty Suthors, wid wens ineDinad
by the Hioly Spirit. Inspiration means that God moved the
hurman authors 1o write what they wote, so the Bible is God's
wOrd 10 us. Scholars agnss that what ihees authors wnoie nag
furiher maaning of which they themsehes wors Not awarns.
The authors wans imsligent. free, Creathe, cuthurs-Dound
hurman beings, and God reepected and used that. God weed
thair humanity and their cuttuns t0 express divine wisdom in
a parbCular MuMman fonm. ACCOrmNgly, i ondér 0 undersiand
what God intended 0 5ay, we Must first uncdorstand what
those indnatuals intendsd 10 53y For that is what God
inGpinad.

Hancs, mmmmmmhmmmm

writings, it only adds additional meaning and importance of
i wOrdS O 8aCh ONG OF uS at CiFErant HMes in our hves.
However, that does not changs the original purposs or
meaning of the words.

Cultural Bias

1 iteralist vs. Historical-Critical

Approach to Reading the Bible?

 thens has boan Mmuch discussion about creationism
WE. Bvolution. The creationists wowd angue uNequtCaly
that the universe was created in seven days. N contrast, the
nistoncal-Critical Approach first aske, what i the point of the
Genesis Btory Of croation? What was the author imbanding
1o say? Is the purposs of this stony to gve a religion ora
zoiencs leeson? Certainhy, it is meant 10 Qe 2 roigon eeson,
wihiers the saven day 5equence was 4 way of making e
point that God croated the wniverss with witdom, cars, and
ordar. Throwgh SCentHs Mmaeskgation we e earmed that
tha universs has achually evohed over millions and millions. of
years. Throwgh BCIEnNce we ars SiMphy Coming to understand
now God choss to create the wond. Science halps us 1o
grasp soma bit of the order and wisoom that God bui into the
wniverss, But the fact that (God created the wniverse remains
as true a5 ever. Thus, e is NO error in thie teaching of
Geneesis basad on a histoncal-Critical approach.

Saky, through e solaCtive use, ihe Bible Nas beon cited
1o condermn s0me Mol issuss that the Bible only mantions
in passing. For instance, Chnstians are No onger achocating
slavany, thowgh the whole apists to Philsmaon and marny other
passages support it. Hencso, the quastion to refliect on ic whaen
0SS ONG (BCiOe 10 iMbernet wonls itarally Or figuratively?

If wis uSe tha feralist apDroach, & AIMOost fonCas us 10 Dick
and chooss as it appies the Bible. Mot only 008G literalizt
interpretation create a major probism but the fact that marny of
the onginal Gresk and Hebrow words 00 Not transiats wal imo
Our present laNQuags AlG0 Creaies CONfuGIon.

Throwgh Our writing, we whintsmtonally GOy a cultural Dias. The 5ame is trus for the witsrs in Dibical imes. For eampis,
WIITISN WS Nt allowed 10 hold postions of authorty; thug, they ars not refamed 10 in this mannerin the Bible. Do you think
i nad to 0o with God not aliowing & Or 00 you think: that the Bible 0oes Not Epaak Of it DaCaUSS OF the Authors Nad 10 abits Dy
he laws of the day? For ceampie, 1 Timoty 2:11-14 Clagrky forbids wman spaaking or taching in church and says that they
must bo submissve. Doss s Delisf ok trud in our day?  Ans wa Not 1hen Deing ssectve in ourusse of the Bbie?

“A wiorman Showid isarm i Quastness and fdl sebymission. | oo not permit 3 woman o feach or ho fawve authondy Over 3 man;
SNe Must Do slant. For AJSM was Zximed frss, ihan Gee. ANg AZam was not 18 oNe geceied: Fwas 1o wiimian wihd was
decened and Decame a sivner. But woman will be Saved fvowgh chibognng - if 1hey Continue it &, Iove, and holness wih
proprishe (1 Timoty 2:11-14)

Doas this mean that womean who do not have children ane Not fulfiling their “role™?  Ang women only 10 be allowed o teach
Other wormen? §weo wors 10 read Hhis teed Moy, we Could CONCuoe that we ans Deing disobaediont 10 God Dy aliowing famaks
teachars in the CassEooms of our GChoois! | am confident that marmy would agres that thoce stabements wens withen for thosa
times. After all, durng OGS Oays, wOMen wers COoNEINensd Proparty and wors treated as such. Certainky, wa No Ionger noid
s bafisf and we cartainty 0o not believs that the Bible is #sling us 0 hoid &35t 1o this pactcs. Hencs, his DasEI0s iS Moty
reconding wiiat was customany in that day

And thowgh wa N0 IoNger e in a Bocety whens Sveny or the unequal treatmant of women i& endorsad, the Biie, a5 a king
document, is appicabie for us today, and ahways. Yit, we Must De carsfil Not 10 take hings out of contendt withowt kNowing
their trus Meaning and intent as wrtten.  Take tme 10 unoersEand e words M sr onginal MstonCal CoMted Swaluais e
enidiencs and wilf an open and honsst mind, draw your Ow CONCIUSIoNS.

wwmwﬁm Meatioral Cathalle Educational Association, Suits 100, T07T 30 Strisat KW, Wisshington, DG 20007 -3952;
-ra Ficaasrri@nen org. Ecitor: Br. Pobert Brroes; Proct Managen: Janka Kras; Designer: Jaan Pileps Lapiagoe,
CIE008, NCEA, Waskirgion, DO,
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FRIENDS OF SPPS NEWS
Papa Vito’s Night a Success!

Thanks to all
those who
supported Papa
Vito’s Night on
November 24th.
From the
volunteers who
delivered food,
to those working
at the store, to those who placed
an order—you were all a big part
of the success of the evening!
We made $1100 for SPPS! The
money earned that evening will
be going back to SPPS in the
form of educational materials.

Friends of S.P.P.S.
Cookbooks for Sale

Please Fast Direct Julie or
call 939-7217.

These are recipes compiled
from parishioners, students,
parents and grandparents a few
years ago. There are a few left,
and will benefit Friends of
SPPS.

$5 Each

Gerry Goeppo, owner, and Jen Mechler,
Friends President, at Papa Vito’s

Smartboard activities for

[ Spanish class, a book for Mr.

Haberl’s science curriculum,
Chess Team materials, and P.E.
equipment are a few of the
things that were purchased with
this money. A huge thank you
to the Friends for organizing this
fundraiser, and to all the workers
who made the evening

S

The Next Meeting
will be January
26th at 7 pm in the
SPPS Cafeteria.

Attendees receive a
No Uniform Pass
for their Children!

Junior High Elective News

Survivor: Home Electives

Class

Thanks to the generosity of
one of our SPPS parents, a

sewing machine was

donated to the “Survivor:

Home” elective class.

Students learned how to sew

by hand and on the

machine. As a final project,
all of the students in the

class made pillows.
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

Yeuth Minisby
Calendar @f Events

December 20th

Las Posadas is an Advent custom
of Mexico which dramatizes the
grim reality that there was no
room for the Holy Family in the
Inn on the First Christmas. Join in
celebrating this custom at 5:45
beginning in the gym. The
procession will end in the church,
followed by the Youth Mass.

o e

""'\-..x‘""-l;:"_:'_::_

Don’t Forget!
Youth

Ministry Gathering at the
Youth House on Mill Street
on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the Month

from

7:00 until 8:30 for Middle
School Students

MARY & MARTHA NEWS

Thanks to all who
shopped at the
Vendor Fair and

Cookie Walk and

to those who

donated cookies.

Next Mary &
Martha Meeting
will be on

January 19th at
7:00 p.m. in the
SPPS Cafeteria

HOLY NAME SOCIETY INFORMATION

The last meeting, held in
November, had 29 men in
attendance. Raffle Winners
include: $1,000 — Mr. & Mrs.
Dennis Siebenberger, $100 —
Vern Kovarik, $50 — Bryan
Kennedy, and $50 — June
Valentine.

Recent donations of time, talent
& treasure: $250 donation to
SPPS Education First Campaign,

HOLY NAMF,
SOCIETY

$300 donation parish Youth
Ministry, $500 donation - Gold
Sponsor — Gibault Oktoberfest,
and a $100 donation- Life Walk
Trip (Youth Ministry), purchase of
two Gibault calendars.

Next Meeting: December
23rd, in the school cafeteria
at 8 p.m. The meeting is
followed by refreshments and
social time. Attendees also
receive a No Uniform Pass for
their children.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

January 30th
Euchre Tournament
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